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LETTER ASKING LICENSE TO HUNT SEA OTTER. 



Monterey, Sept. 22d, 1831. 

Mr. Abel Stearns, 

Sir: Respecting the agreements entered into this day between 
us, it is necessary to have an understanding that we may be able 
to govern ourselves if the object can be accomplished which we 
wish ; should you succeed in obtaining the desired object of hunting 
the Sea Otter, you will by first opportunity inform me of the same 
at the Sandwich Islands, or in my absence, John Coffin Jones, Esq. 
Should you not be able to accomplish the desired object you will also 
inform me. I shall acquaint Mr. Jones of the arrangement and 
you may depend on our being ready to fulfill the engagement. I 
think no time should be lost if the permission can be obtained as 
a fortune can soon be acquired with good luck and good manage- 
ment. It is possible I may be on this coast next spring. It will 
be well to write me then, also. 

Wishing you prosperity, health and all good success, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

A. B. THOMPSON. 



